Fatwa- Eid Prayers Amidst COVID-19 Restrictions Mufti Aasim Rashid

EID AL-FITR SALAT AMIDST COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS: HOW
SHOULD WE PRAY?

INQUIRY

Numerous inquiries have come from individuals and
religious organizations regarding Eid salat for Ramadan
2020. The inquiries can be summarised into two main
guestions:

1. With the current restrictions in numbers of
congregants, what is the ruling of holding Eid
prayers in our masjid/musallas?

2. What is the ruling for holding Eid prayers at home,
where some places are allowing gatherings of 5
people excluding household members?

NOTE:
e The content of this document is universal and applicable to most Western countries.
However, it is the reader’s responsibility to understand the current laws and
guidelines of their specific region. The updated guidelines for Victoria, Australia can
be found at this link: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sport-cultural-and-recreational-
activities-restrictions-coronavirus-covid19#are-places-of-worship-closed

e The issue is global and affects millions of Muslims and thousands of communities.
Thus, it is important to have a community-based approach instead of an
individualised one. This will require collaboration with scholars, imams and
community leaders so that the issue is managed with a sense of maturity and unity.

e The reader should not hesitate to contact their local scholars/Muftis for clarification
of material in this document.


https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sport-cultural-and-recreational-activities-restrictions-coronavirus-covid19#are-places-of-worship-closed
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sport-cultural-and-recreational-activities-restrictions-coronavirus-covid19#are-places-of-worship-closed
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ANSWER
In the name of Allah Almighty

1. RULNG ON RESTRICTED CONGREGATIONS FOREID IN
MOSQUES AND PRAYER CENTRES

Conditions for Eid Prayers in various Schools of Figh
(madhahib)

Eid and jumu‘a prayers have some preconditions which must be met for these
prayer to be obligatory (wajib) and valid. Generally, the conditions for both
jumu‘a and Eid are similar, with a few differences, such as khutba being wajib for
jumu‘a but masnin for Eid. Other conditions, such as the required number of
congregants, vary across the madhahib.

Unrestricted Access

The Hanafi school deems ‘public access’ (al-idhn al-‘dmm) a condition for the validity
of Eid prayers. This means that the doors of the masjid must remain open before and
during Eid salat, and people cannot be barred from entering. If access to the prayer
is restricted to only a few people while others are prevented from entering, the
ruling given in major Hanafi texts is that Eid salat would not permissible.t

The other 3 schools (Malikt, Shafi‘l, Hanbali) do not hold ‘public access’ as a
precondition for Eid prayers, so this question does not arise for them.

Therefore, if a masjid or prayer facility does not hold Eid prayer in light of the
prohibition of restricting access in the Hanafi school, it is correct and they are not
blameworthy.

A further look at the Hanafi perspective reveals the following:

Hanafi jurists have mentioned that restricting access to a few musallis impedes the
prayer when the purpose is to make that congregation exclusive to a few people and
bar off everyone else. Yet, if doors were closed for the protection of the
congregants (against an enemy), then this would be permitted.? They have applied
the same reasoning when there is some other practical purpose, and the intent is
not just to make the congregation exclusive.® In our current situation, restricting
access is for protection of the people inside the prayer hall, and society at large, as
well as for compliance with legal guidelines, so it appears justified and should not
disallow small, controlled congregations in places of worship.

Another consideration is that the current situation is extraordinary and far from
the norm. Eid is one of the major symbols (sha‘a’ir) of Islam and should be

2



Fatwa- Eid Prayers Amidst COVID-19 Restrictions Mufti Aasim Rashid

upheld to the extent that conditions allow. It is appropriate to allow limited
congregations under these unconventional circumstances so that mosques and
Islamic centres are not left empty on such a significant occasion.

Summary

e There is permissibility for holding limited congregations in mosques, musallas
and other centres.

e Centres that opt not to hold the prayers —due to the Hanafi view mentioned
above, or reasons of difficulty in compliance with restrictions and social
distancing measures- should not be condemned, and community members
who cannot access a congregation should follow the guidelines below for
prayer at homes.

e |tis each organization’s responsibility to ensure compliance with local laws
and guidelines for such congregations. For example, in Victoria, AU, holding
multiple congregations in one day is allowed, but there is a requirement to
keep a gap of one hour between each session and to have the facility
sanitized in between sessions.

2. RULING ON HOLDING EID PRAYERS AT HOME

The Need for an Alternative

Due to the restrictions around congregating in present circumstances, it is apparent
that many Muslims will not have access to an Eid prayer with congregation, even if
small congregations are held in mosques or centres in the vicinity. This leads to the
guestion of how they should perform prayers on the morning of Eid, especially when
some regions are allowing small home gatherings (in Victoria, Australia, 5 people
excluding the residents may congregate for a prayer in a home).

Hanafi Position

The view of both Hanafi and Maliki schools is that one who misses Eid prayer with
the main congregation will not make up for it; whether alone or in another
congregation. They deem that Eid prayer is only a devotional act when its conditions
are fulfilled and thus may not be offered individually or at home.*

However, the Maliki school also has one position similar to that of Imam Shafi‘, that
one as mentioned belowThe only option for someone who has missed the main
congregation is to find another main congregation, otherwise there is no gada’
(make up prayer) for it. However, such person may offer 4 raka’at of salat al-duha
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or salat al-ishraq (the forenoon prayer) which are nafl and not a replacement for
Eid.>

It is reported from Ibn Mas‘ud Allah be pleased with him:
“One who has missed Eid salat should pray 4 raka‘at.”
(‘Abd al-Razzaq, Musannaf 5713; Ibn Abt Shayba, Musannaf 5799, 5800)

This salat will not have any extra takbir, as the taibi7T Ibrahim al-Nakha‘T stated (‘Abd
al-Razzaq, Musannaf 5715)

MalikT

There are two positions in the Maliki school. One is the same as the Hanafi school,
as mentioned above.® The second position is that it is preferable to make up the
prayer individually, as is the position of Imam Shafi'T mentioned below.” The
inclination of some Maliki jurists is that the person should make up the prayer
individually, while others have allowed for a person to pray with their family
members at home. In either case, there will be no khutba.

Shafi‘T Position

The ShafiTand Hanbali schools maintain that it is sunna for a person who has missed
Eid prayer with the main congregation to offer their own prayer in the manner of Eid
salat without a khutba. They present the hadith of Anas (Allah be pleased with him,
who lived at Zawiya, several miles out of Basra. When he missed salat al-id with the
main congregation, he would gather his family and have someone lead the prayer,
without khutba. This narration is mentioned in the Musannaf of Ibn Abi Shayba
(5803), and Imam Bukhari has related is as a talig (without chain of narration).
Therefore, adherents of the ShafiT school may offer their own individual salat.

Hanbali Position

Ibn Qudama states in al-Mughn:

[Al-Khirqi said in his Mukhtasar]: One who misses Eid prayer with the
imam should pray four raka‘at as a nafl (supererogatory prayer). If he
wishes, he may pray these in sets of two with a salam in between.

[Ibn Qudama then elucidates]: The summary is that there is no gada’
for one who has missed Eid prayer with congregation, as it is a fard
kifaya and has been carried out by others who have sufficed it.
However, if he wishes to perform qada’ of it, he has the option of
offering four raka‘at [together] with one salam, or [in sets of two] with
two salams. This has been narrated from Ibn Mas ‘Gd (Allah be
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pleased with him) and is the position of Sufyan al-Thawri. The reason
is the ruling passed by Ibn Mas ‘tGd, “One who misses Eid should pray
four raka‘at, and one who has missed jumu‘a should pray four
raka‘at.” It is narrated from ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him): If | were
to instruct someone to lead [Eid] prayers for those two weak to
attend, | would instruct them to lead four raka‘at. Both these
narrations are reported by Sa‘id [b. Mansir in his Sunan]. Imam
Ahmad said that this [ruling] is supported by the narration that ‘Alf
(Allah be pleased with him asked a man to lead the weak people with
four raka‘at without a khutba.

Additionally, this prayer would be a gada’ for the Eid prayer, so it
should be four raka‘at like [the gada’ of] jumu‘a. And if one wishes,
they may pray in the format of nafl prayers [in sets of two raka‘at],
and this is also the view of al-Awza'i, since it is in fact a voluntary
prayer [and not an obligatory one]. Alternately, he may offer it in the
manner of salat al-1d with the [extra] takbirs. Isma‘il b. Sa‘id has
quoted this position from Imam Ahmad, and this was the preferred
view of al-Jawzajani.

This is the view of [Ibrahim] al-Nakha T, Malik®, Shafi7, Aba Thawr and
Ibn al-Mundhir, due to the narration of Anas, that when he was
unable to attend Eid with the imam, he would gather his family and
servants, then his slave ‘Abdullah b. Abi ‘Utba would lead them in two
raka‘at of prayer with takbir. In this case, since it is being offered as a
qgada’, it is prayed as the original prayer. The person then has the
option to offer it alone or with congregation. (Al-Mughni 2/290
Maktabat al-Qahira, 1968)8

To summarize, the Hanbali school gives the following options to someone who has
missed Eid prayer:

a) No gada’ for the missed prayer, but instead offer four raka‘at of nafl,
altogether or in sets of two with salam in between.

b) Voluntarily offer gada’ for the missed prayer in one of the two ways
mentioned above.

c) Pray two raka‘at like the Eid prayer with extra takbirs.

Summary
Those who are not able to join main congregation have the following options:

a) Hanafi, and one position of the Maliki and Hanbali schools: To pray 4 raka‘at
of nafl, as per the verdict of Ibn Mas‘td (Allah be pleased with him).

1 Dr. Wahba al-Zuhayli also mentioned that this is the position held by the Maliki school in al-Figh al-
Islami wa adillatuhu.
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b) Another view of the Hanbali school: Voluntarily offer four raka‘at gada’ for
the missed prayer in one set of four or two sets of two raka‘at.

c) ShafiTm position, another view of the Maliki and Hanbali school: Pray their
own individual Eid prayers with the extra takbirs, as per the personal practice
of Anas (Allah be pleased with him). Though not explicitly mentioned in
ShafiT texts, Hanbali and Maliki texts do allow praying this in a congregation
[with family members].

Our preferred view is to follow the ruling issued by ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘td (Allah be
pleased with him), who has a distinguished rank amongst the jurist Companions
(fugaha’ of Sahaba). His ruling was issued in the form of a fatwa for the masses and
three of the four schools converge on it, while the narration of Anas (Allah be well
pleased with him) reports his personal practice, one that is not related from other
Companions. The guidelines for this prayer is mentioned below.

As for gathering small numbers of non-family members in homes and holding ‘mini-
congregations’ of Eid, there appears no basis for this in the sunna, and this practice
should not be adopted.

Guidelines for Nafl Prayers at Home on Eid Morning

Time Window: Between 15 minutes after sunrise until midday (when sun reaches its
zenith)

Intention: Salat al-duha (or ishraq), or just intentions to pray nafl salat
Number of raka‘at: Minimum of 2 raka‘at, preferably 4 in 2 sets of 2 raka‘at
Recitation: silently

And Allah knows best

Aasim Ali Rashid
Tuesday, 19 May 2020
25 Ramadan 1441
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